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Introduction

Women is one of the essential elements forming 
a family and a significant factor for a society.

Their effect reaches from a family to a society, 
from a society to a state.

The importance of woman is so ultimate for all 
people on the earth, in a way that the concept of 
“homeland” is used together with the concept of 
“mother” in many societies.

As it can be understood from this point, holiness 
of motherhood is interlocked with holiness of 
homeland.

Thereby, decency and honor of women have been 
regarded not only as a symbol of her family and 
relatives but also as a symbol of sensitiveness of 
a nation.

Turkish people considered women as touchstone 
of their society throughout history and took them 
into consideration as an integral part of “honor of 
their homeland”.

It is possible to find various samples and histor-
ical evidences regarding that women carry an 
important role in Turkish culture. (Acar, 2019; 
Birdman, 2016; MEB, 2001).  This indispensable 
sensitiveness that we can see in Turkish people 
and Muslims’ societies, is represented as honor 
of family, society and state in humankind culture 
not only in Turkish people and Muslims.

In addition to patriarchal types of societies, it is 
possible to encounter with matriarchal types of 
societies and people in different geographies of 
the world.

According to Islam, Âdem (Adam) is the ances-
tor of humankind, Havva (Eve) is the mother.
Even only this principle, reveals importance and 
role of women in Islam religion.

There are several verses of the Koran regarding 
women, we encounter with many expressions 

indicating the value of women in the Prophet 
Muhammad’s sayings.

Women’s rights are taken into account in a politi-
cal and legal framework in many countries today, 
including Turkey, by this means, their rights are 
identified as socioeconomic, political and legal 
rights within the context of equality of woman 
and man.

However, there have been terrifying reports re-
garding human rights violations of Chinese 
Government directed to Muslims of East Turk-
istan such as arbitrary detention, forcibly castra-
tion, “brainwashing” with the excuse of retrain-
ing, forcibly employment, putting into position 
of slave, subjecting women to harassment and 
group rape. (Fergus Ryan &ruser, 2018; İzbasar, 
2020; Ruser, 2020; Ruser et al., 2020; Xu et al., 
2020;  Yilmaz, 2020;  Zenz, 2019, 2020d, 2020c, 
2020b) . 

According to the Turkish Language Associa-
tion, the concept of “genocide” means destroy-
ing a human community for national, religious, 
etc. reasons (TDK, 2020). As of the end of April 
2021, the parliaments of the United States, Can-
ada, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom 
recognized China’s practices in East Turkistan 
as genocide. Experts explained that China had 
“committed genocide” against Turkic-Muslim 
communities in the region, especially Uyghurs, 
and that China had committed crimes against hu-
manity (BBC News, 2021a; DW News, 2021a). 
On February 23, 2021, the Federal Parliament 
of Canada approved legislation describing the 
practices against Uyghur Turks in East Turkistan 
as “genocide”.  BBC News, 2021b; Euronews, 
2021).  On February 25, 2021, the Dutch Parlia-
ment voted to adopt China’s proposed resolution 
that the practices against Uyghur and other Tur-
kic Muslim ethnic groups in East Turkistan are 
genocide. At the same time, the Netherlands has 
stated that the Chinese Government’s policies 
towards Uyghurs, such as restrictions on birth, 
sterilization and closure of concentration camps, 
violate United Nations Resolution 260 on “the 
prevention and punishment of genocide”   (DW 
News, 2021b) . On 22 April 2021, the British 
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Parliament declared for the first time that Chi-
na was committing genocide against Uyghurs 
and other ethnic groups in East Turkistan (BBC 
News, 2021d).  Speaking at the meeting, MP Nus 
Ghani said the genocide was defined as “total or 
partial destruction” of a national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group and that five criteria of geno-
cide had been proven to have taken place in East 
Turkistan.

In addition, it has been found that China forcibly 
employs Uyghurs in East Turkistan under strict 
supervision, even takes them to remote regions 
of China and “employs” them as workers “for 
sale” (Sudworth, 2020; Xu et al., 2020; Zenz, 
2020b). According to research by the Austra-
lian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), more than 
80,000 people, including Uyghurs and Kazakhs 
from East Turkistan, have moved to factories in 
China’s interior in two years from 2017 to 2019. 
It has also been established that more than 80 of 
these factories are factories in the supply chain 
of well-known global brands (Xu et al., 2020). 
International organizations estimate that millions 
of people have moved from East Turkistan to 
China as slave laborers.

As a result of international pressures, the H&M 
brand in the slave labour chain stopped buying 
cotton produced in East Turkistan (Congar, 2020). 
Marks & Spencer has officially announced that it 
will not work with suppliers who force-operate 
or link Uyghurs (Independent English, 2021)  Ja-
pan’s 12 largest companies have announced that 
they will review their business agreements with 
Han Chinese companies found to have benefit-
ed from slave labour, especially Uyghurs in East 
Turkistan, and consider abandoning their part-
nerships (Erim, 2021).

Despite all the international backlash, China con-
tinues to deny the facts that have emerged to hide 
its policies of repression and destruction in East 
Turkistan. China condemned the decision imme-
diately after the United States and Canada called 
their treatment of East Turkistanese genocide 
(BBC News, 2021a, 2021b; Euronews, 2021). 
Likewise, after the British Parliament declared 
that what was done in East Turkistan was genocide, 
China declared that the UK should immediately 
correct its “wrong moves” (BBC News, 2021d).

Figure 1: China’s former ambassador to Ankara denies concentration camps in an interview 
(DW News, 2019).
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China hides its policies in East Turkistan and 
imposes censorship and restrictions on the press 
and media. Therefore, it has become almost im-
possible for journalists to enter East Turkistan 
freely and receive information from people in the 
region, those imprisoned in Chinese prisons and 
concentration camps (Business Standard, 2021; 
CBC Radio, 2019; CNN, 2019; France 24, 2019; 
Guardian News, 2021; Ponsford, 2021).

One of the works of Marie Colvin award-win-
ning journalist Sophia Yan at the British Jour-
nalism Awards is the reports that reveal China’s 
crackdown on Uyghurs in East Turkistan (Press 
Gazette, 2020).. Sophia told Yan Press Newspa-
per how China prevented her from reporting in 
East Turkistan: “There have often been several 
different incidents around sensitive areas. For 
example, if you want to use, we were close to 
one of the concentration camps; We were sur-
rounded by six, seven or eight men. I was with a 
photographer. So, we were trying to take pictures 
of two women. When we were trying to get down 
the street, we were told we couldn’t go down any 
further for a completely uncertain reason. Actual-
ly, we were going to go down to find out the scale 
of the concentration camp. But they grabbed me 
from behind and pulled me back.”  (Ponsford, 
2021) Telegraph reporter Sophia Yan reports in 
another statement that the driver of the taxi she 
was in while visiting East Turkistan received an 
anonymous instruction, that the taxi driver had let 
her and her colleagues down and that they had to 
walk back about 50 miles (Ponsford, 2021) . By 
2020, China has been the country where journal-
ists are most imprisoned over a two-year period, 
according to the annual survey of the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ). Journalist John Sud-
worth and his wife Yvonne Murray were forced 
to leave Beijing on March 23 (Guardian News, 
2021), according to the FCCC.

The present study examined, research and data on 
the policies of repression and destruction being 
implemented throughout East Turkistan, detain-
ees in Chinese prisons and concentration camps, 
testimonies of women working in concentration 
camps, interviews given to local and internation-

al media, and information given by women to 
East Turkistan Human Rights Watch Association  
( BengüTürk TV, 2019; Bitter Winter, 2019; East 
Turkistan TV, 2019; DW News, 2019; DW Turk-
ish, 2021; euronews, 2019a; Gülçehre, 2019, 
2020b, 2020a, 2021; GZT, 2019; Hill et al., 2021; 
Hong Kong Free Press, 2018; ICNA CSJ, 2020; 
Istiqlal TV, 2020c, 2020d, 2020b, 2021; Muslim 
Port, 2019; Rubio, 2018; Turkistan Press, 2019; 
Turköz, 1998; UTJD, 2020; Uygur Haber, 2019; 
VOA News, 2019; Zenz, 2020c).

WHAT IS THE MATTER OF 
SUBJECT?

In 1949, the CPC army defeated the women of 
East Turkistan after the invasion; In the name of 
“liberation”, CPC removed the people of East 
Turkistan from their national culture and tried to 
destroy the values in family structures. During 
the “Cultural Revolution”, which began in 1966 
and lasted for 10 years, women were subjected 
to brainwashing programs like never before in 
the history, and as a result, Muslim women were 
forced to adopt the ideology of communism. As 
a result of the contraceptive policies implement-
ed by the CPC since 1986, women have been 
neutered and forced to have abortions. Women’s 
freedom of belief and clothing was subjected to 
more restrictions than men. Since 2017, large 
numbers of women have been taken to concen-
tration camps, which have become the most vio-
lated genocide centers on earth since The Second 
World War. There are women held in concen-
tration camps or prisons, deemed “suspicious” 
in the eyes of the Chinese government, simply 
because of the clothes they wear or because they 
were born in the 80s and 90s. Many women 
have been forcibly removed from their families. 
Women whose husbands were taken to the con-
centration camp were forced to accept Han Chi-
nese male officers as guests. In addition, mainly 
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nies about those who disappeared, were taken 
to concentration camps or thrown into prisons 
in East Turkistan from 2017. The 14,604 people 
whose data were shared were mostly Uyghur 
Turks, and two out of five were women (shahit.
biz, 2021).

Figure 2: Information shared by East Turkistans in the diaspora about missing family members 
(shahidbiz.com)

women were employed in slave labour to cover 
the financial expenses that occurred after the 
concentration camp implementation.

The chart below shows the data collected about 
East Turkistan on the website shahitbiz.com un-
til May 21, 2021. This data is based on testimo-

The allegations of human rights violations  in 
China’s concentration camps coincide with the 
results of many researches and reports (Fergus 
Ryan & Ruser, 2018; İzbasar, 2020; Ruser, 2020; 
Ruser et al., 2020; Xu et al., 2020; Yilmaz, 2020b; 
Zenz, 2019, 2020b, 2020c, 2020d). Researchers 
such as Adrian Zenz and research centers such 
as ASPI specialize in this. In addition, the testi-
mony of witnesses imprisoned in different con-
centration camps and prisons at different times is 
compatible with each other. 

First, the Chinese government, which denies the 
existence of concentration camps in East Turk-
istan; However the government later explained 
that these camps were “re-education” camps set 
up to address poverty and eliminate the threat 
of terrorism (BBC News, 2019a). However, as 
a result of research and testimony, it turned out 
that these were not training centers, but concen-
tration camps. Although the Chinese govern-
ment insists on rejecting what has been done, 
the concentration camps it tries to justify under 
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the pretext of “education” and “crime preven-
tion” have been proven to be secret genocide 
centers (Yilmaz, 2020b). This has also been 
recognised as genocide by the parliaments 
of countries such as the United States, Cana-
da, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

According to the testimonies of women from 
East Turkistan, women in the region have been 
subjected to contraception and forced abor-
tions. In prisons and concentration camps, 
women were given unknown drugs, leading to 
a cessation of menstruation and restriction of 
their reproductive abilities. According to re-
search by Adrian Zenz, neutering of Uyghurs 
in East Turkistan is quite common (Zenz, 
2020c).  According to Zenz’s report, the birth 
rate in East Turkistan decreased from 15.88% 
to 8.14% (48.7%) between 2017 and 2019; and 
the natural population growth rate decreased 
from 11.40% to 3.69% (67.6%) (Zenz, 2020a).
China’s accusations against women from East 
Turkistan are the followings: wearing a head-
scarf; reading the Quran, learning Arabic; 
having pictures with the Turkish flag on their 
phones; having apps such as WhatsApp; study-
ing abroad; traveling abroad; having more than 
three children and not eating pork etc. (cssn.
cn, 2014). 

1. Contraception, Forced Abor-
tion and Sterilization
1.1. China’s contraception policy

China’s Family Planning Policy (计划生育政
策) is one of the problems that forms the ba-
sis of rights violations in East Turkistan. This 
policy has been mandatory since 1971, but by 
1982 it was carried out in accordance with the 
population policy that China has designated as 
its main national policy. Population planning 
policies were updated in December of that 
year under the Constitution of the People’s Re-
public of China under the Law on Population 
and Family Planning of the People’s Republic 
of China (中华人民共和国人口与计划生育
法). According to China, the content and pur-
pose of this policy; to control the population 
in a planned way and to promote methods of 
late marriage, late birth, under amity and good 
birth (晚婚、晚育,少生、优生) (Baidu Baike, 
2021). Although this policy covers the whole 
of China, since 1986 it has been applied very 
harshly to change the demographic structure 
in East Turkistan. The purpose of the Chinese 
administration is not to reduce the population 
in East Turkistan, but to eliminate the Turkic 
ethnic population and replace it with the popu-
lation of Han Chinese.

Figure 3: Advertisement for a reward of 4,000 Yuan for those living in villages of 
East Turkistan who have consensual tube bonding surgery
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As a result of China’s policy and law, the prob-
lem of rapid aging of the Chinese population has 
arisen. Realizing this, the Chinese government 
regulated this policy in the early 21st century; 
Population policy has been relaxed, especially in 
China’s economically developed regions, where 
Han Chinese live. In 2016, the National Popula-
tion Development Plan of the State Council of 
China (2016-2030) was published to increase 
the Han Chinese population and solve the aging 
problem of the population, and in 2030, China’s 
total population is projected to reach approxi-
mately 1.45 billion (Baidu Baike, 2021; BBC 
News, 2018; Xinhua Net News, 2017).

This application means the abolition of China’s 
One Child Policy from January 1, 2016. The Chi-
nese government is trying to encourage Han Chi-
nese families to have three children by giving a 
picture of a happy pig family with three children 
on the postage stamp that the Han Chinese are 
pushing to increase their  population (airmb.com, 
2019). The Chinese Government Health Com-
mission plans to lift restrictions preventing Han 
Chinese families from having children by the end 
of 2018, according to a BBC report (BBC News, 
2018). The Chinese government encourages Han 
Chinese to give birth and strives to increase fer-
tility in those regions. 

However, the Chinese government is implement-
ing the opposite of the above-mentioned prac-
tices in East Turkistan. Women from East Turk-
istan are neutered and imprisoned or camped for 
non-quota births. Since 1986, it has been forbid-
den to have three children in rural areas of East 
Turkistan and more than two in cities. As of 2017, 
propaganda and pressures to have one child have 
been increased throughout East Turkistan. Ac-
cording to the data in the secret document, called 
the “Karakax List” leaked from China, one of the 
48 reasons considered sufficient for people to be 
taken to concentration camps is to have many 
children. (Ozoglu, 2020; shahit.biz, 2021; Shep-
herd & Pitel, 2020; Yilmaz, 2020b; Zenz, 2020d). 
However, the Population and Birth Planning Act 
of the People’s Republic of China Population and 
Family Planning Law of the People’s Republic 
of China) According to articles 43 and 44, those 
who have many children are not given any pen-
alties other than administrative fines. (People’s 
Net, 2015).  There is no basis under Chinese law 
for both concentration camps and the punishment 
of parents with more than three children by being 
taken to prisons or concentration camps.

Millions of babies were taken from the womb 
while women from East Turkistan experienced 
physical and mental trauma due to population 
planning and sterilization policies. Hundreds of 
thousands of women have been made unable to 
have children again. In 2016, women who were 
forcibly sent to the address where the population 
registers were found while residing in Urumqi 
were taken to concentration camps because they 
had many children (Istiqlal TV, 2020b)..  Accord-
ing to data updated by the Shahit.biz, one of the 
reasons for the arrest of those thrown in concen-
tration camps or prisons is to violate the Popula-
tion and Family Planning Act (shahit.biz, 2021).
In 1993 alone, out of more than 35,000 mothers 
in East Turkistan, 10,708 women were forcibly 
neutered and 953 women were forced to have 
abortions (Türköz, 1998) and only 1,000 women 
were given the right to have children in anoth-
er city of 18,000 population. Moreover, many 
mothers died during forced abortions (Türköz, 
1998).

When we look at the chart below, we can see 
Figure 4: Postage stamp encouraging 
Chinese to have three children, 2019
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that after the Communist Party of China invaded 
East Turkistan, especially after 1964, the fertili-
ty rate (blue line) and natural population growth 
rate (red line) in East Turkistan were in constant 

Forced abortion means killing the baby living in 
the womb. Abortion is termination of pregnancy, 
abortion and uterine evacuation. According to 
the World Health Organization, abortion in Eu-
ropean countries is subject to strict rules (Cud-
dy & Aktan, 2018). Catholics are the majority in 
all five countries in the world where abortion is 
completely prohibited: El Salvador, Nicaragua, 
Malta, the Dominican Republic and the Vatican 
(Steel, 2018).

Millions of abortions have been performed due 
to China’s contraception policy in East Turki-
stan. Between 1990 and 1991 alone, the number 
of pregnant women living in Hotan province and 
having abortions was 7,100 (Türköz, 1998).

Forced abortion without the consent of a woman 
is an act of intentional killing. This action is to 

1.2. Forced abortion

decline. Especially after the 2017 concentration 
camps are established, there is a sharp decline 
(Li, 2021).

completely eliminate the right of a person living 
in the womb to come into the world and live. 
East Turkistan women are subjected to forced 
abortions when they become pregnant “out of 
quota” and are forcibly neutered after abortion 
(Aktan, 2020; CNN, 2020; Istiqlal TV, 2020d; 
By The Associated Press, 2020b, 2020a; Zenz, 
2020c) also kills babies born “illegally” (Istiqlal 
TV, 2020b; Mazlumder Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, 2010b; RFA, 2013; Turköz, 1998). Ac-
cording to the testimonies of four Uyghur wom-
en who underwent forced abortions, including a 
woman who was seven months pregnant; Even 
those who breathed from babies after an abortion 
were killed by doctors by needles (RFA, 2013). 
Zumret Davut, who said her brother was killed by 
a Han Chinese man, stated that his sister-in-law 
was forced to have an abortion after her brother’s 
death. The baby in the womb of the nine-month-

Figure 5: Fertility and population growth in East Turkistan between 1949 and 2018 in Chinese resources
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four-day pregnant woman (Davut’s sister-in-
law) was killed because she did not comply with 
the “three-year difference” rule between the two 
children imposed by the CPC administration (Is-
tiqlal TV, 2020b)..

A doctor who participated in China’s mandato-
ry contraception procedure for East Turkistanis 
reports that during his 20 years working in East 
Turkistan, he performed abortions on at least 600 
women at the behest of the Chinese government 

(Erim, 2020).

Zehra, who came to Turkey from Hotan in 2015, 
said that a nine-month-old baby in the womb of 
a relative who was pregnant with her third child 
was aborted by the Chinese authorities and that 
the baby and mother died (Milliyet, 2015). It 
was also found in Dr. Zenz’s report that China’s 
policy of contraception and sterilization for East 
Turkistans was applied collectively in order to 
reduce the population of Uyghurs (Zenz, 2020c).

Figure 6: List of periodic checks of  women’s  pregnancy status in Kum Arik Mayorship (Zenz, 2020c)

As shown in the table above, whether women 
from East Turkistan are pregnant or not is con-
stantly monitored. The list includes the women’s 
first name, identification number, number of 
children, date of check-up and test results. If the 
test reveals that the woman is pregnant outside 
the quota, she is forced to have an abortion and 
undergo sterilization surgery.

Istanbul University Faculty of Literature profes-
sor Associate Professor Raile Kashgarlı said that 
his aunt Aycamal Samet, who was born in 1960 

in the Yenibazar neighborhood of Aksu City, was 
constantly pressuring the Neighborhood Popula-
tion Planning Office for abortion when she be-
came pregnant with her third child in 1990; She 
says her aunt survived the hospital by receiving 
a report that her health was not good for an abor-
tion. However, when she became pregnant with 
her fourth child in 1994, she explained that al-
though she could hide for a long time, she was 
discovered a few days before the birth and the 
child was forcibly removed by abortion and the 
baby was not even given a dead body.
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According to the testimony of East Turki-
stani witnesses who survived the concentration 
camps, women in the country are subjected to 
forced sterilization and abortion, and women in 
the camps are forced to use unknown drugs (Bit-
ter Winter, 2019; Biz10 TV, 2019; East Turkistan 
TV, 2019; Istiqlal TV, 2020b). Since extra-quo-
ta pregnancies are forced to end with abortion, 
there are many Uyghur families who have fled 
abroad only to have their child and protect their 
baby’s right to life (euronews, 2019b).
The results of the research show that if you’re 
going to be able to do that, you The reason for 
China’s inhumane practices in East Turkistan is 
to control and destroy the Turkish population in 
the region (Mazlumder Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, 2010a; RFA, 2013; Turköz, 1998; Zenz, 
2020c).

ing surgery without her consent.  they are trying 
to prevent it.

Since the end of 2016, abortion and sterilization 
have been applied more harshly with the geno-
cide policies implemented in East Turkistan. 
Long-term birth measures have been taken for 
women who have children outside the quota and 
women are prevented from having children with 
the Intrauterine Vehicle (IUD). Those who had 
too many children were fined large amounts and 
those who could not pay the penalty were sent 
to concentration camps away from their children 
(Istiqlal TV, 2020b; Ozoglu, 2020; RFE, 2020; 
The Associated Press, 2020a; Zenz, 2020c).

Zumret Davut, a victim of China’s neutering 
policy, states that after 2016, this policy was im-
plemented throughout East Turkistan. In normal 
medical applications, the control rings applied to 
women can be removed after a maximum of five 
years and reapplied after a period of rest. How-
ever, the Chinese government has not allowed 
contraceptive rings for Uyghur women to be re-
moved after five years. As of 2016, the Chinese 
government has banned the removal of the preg-
nancy prevention ring applied to Uyghur women 
in hospitals in East Turkistan; in order to remove 
the rings, a document with the seal of five public 
institutions is required (Istiqlal TV, 2020d).

Although the prevalence of IUD practice 
throughout China is low, the situation is com-
pletely different for East Turkistan. According to 
research, more than 200,000 IUD were applied 
to women from East Turkistan in 2014, while 
by 2018 this number had increased to 330,000 
(Zenz, In 2020c). 1,000 out of every 100,000 
women in the region were granted IUD, account-
ing for 80% of the total number implemented in 
China. The rate of sterilization in East Turki-
stan increased sevenfold from 2016 to 2018, but 
these rates decreased across China. In Hotan in 
2019, it is known that the government allocates a 
special budget for the sterilization of 34% of all 
married young women (Aktan, 2020; The Asso-
ciated Press, 2020a; Watson et al., 2020; Zenz, 
2020c).

In East Turkistan, sterilization began to be ap-
plied in parallel with abortion under the Birth 
Planning Act of 1986. Especially after 1990, 
law control started to be felt throughout East 
Turkistan. On September 12, 1992, the Xinjiang 
Government reported that 18,700 Uyghur wom-
en lost the ability to have children as a result of 
surgery in The Karakax district of Hotan alone. 
Sterilization was applied not only to women but 
also to men (Türköz, 1998).

In an interview with Patigul Osman, who was 
born on May 20, 1976 in The Uqturpan district 
of Aksu province of East Turkistan, she stated 
that she did not leave his home for five months 
to give birth when he became pregnant with his 
fourth child in 2004. Patigul Osman said that 
the employees of the Census Bureau constant-
ly visited the houses with the police to check if 
the women were pregnant, that their pregnancies 
were terminated by injecting those who were 
found to be pregnant outside the quota, and that 
the babies born alive were killed by needles in 
the head, so that by hiding in a remote area of 
the village, they saved their child from death, but 
during childbirth, doctors performed tube-bind-

1.3. Neutering
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Figure 7: Document that Zumret David paid a fine of 18,400 Yuan for his third child

In the image below, it is a receipt of the fine 
paid by Gulnar Omirzakh, a Kazakh Turk from 
East Turkistan, for giving birth to his third 
child. Gulnar Omirzakh was fined while also 

A study on 300 Uyghur women who came to 
Turkey after 2013, it was revealed that 27% of 
them were neutered (Aktan, 2020).

The following photo is a document of the fine 
imposed by concentration camp witness Zum-

ret Davut for her third child. Although her hus-
band is a Pakistani citizen, Zumret Davut’s three 
children were deemed sufficient for her to both 
pay a fine and be forcibly neutered (CNN, 2020; 
Istiqlal TV, 2020d; Watson et al., 2020).

forcibly implementing IUD following her last 
pregnancy (The Associated Press, 2020b, 2020a; 
Zenz, 2020c).
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Figure 8: Receipt of the 17,405 Yuan fine paid by Gulnar Omirzakh, who gave birth to 
her third child

Figure 9: Tweet from the Chinese 
Embassy in the US about women 

from East Turkistan

Zumret Davut stated that about 200 women in the town 
where she lived were fined for having many children, 
the amount of the penalty varies according to the year of 
birth, and even those who paid 77,000 Yuan. The Chinese 
Government has announced that hundreds of women in 
the same region are required to have sterilization surgery 
free of charge (Istiqlal TV, 2020d).

Torture of women in concentration camps includes the 
sterilization of women. Concentration camp witnesses 
state that the women held there are given unknown drugs 
where needles are administered, and even small girls’ pe-
riods are stopped. Women who can get out of the camps 
later realized that their birth rights are taken away.

On January 7, 2021, a post on the official Twitter account 
of the Chinese Embassy in the United States stated that 
Uyghur women were forcibly neutered, “liberated” and 
saved from becoming “baby-making machines” and ad-
mitted the neutering policy applied to women in East 
Turkistan.
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Figure 10: Han Chinese men placed in homes of Uyghur families from East Turkistan with the «Twin 
Relatives» project

2. “Twin Relatives” Project and 
Violation of Private Life

In 2016, Chen Quanguo, who was the Region-
al Secretary of the CPC in Tibet, was appointed 
as the CPC Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 
Secretary and immediately announced that he 
would launch the “twin family project”, or “kin-
ship project”, in East Turkistan. With this project, 
it is aimed to accommodate Han Chinese civil 
servants in the homes of Uyghur Turks, thus cre-
ating an artificial kinship. Opposing the project 
and refusing to be related to the Han Chinese 
is considered equivalent to opposing the state. 
Therefore, the project was implemented without 
consent. The purpose of placing Han Chinese in 
the homes of East Turkistan families was not only 
to spy on and control the daily lives of Uyghur 
Turks, but also to identify “undesirable” people 
and to take note of everything from their daily 
lives to their thoughts. As of 2017, millions in 
East Turkistan, mostly men, were taken to con-
centration camps based on the records of Han 
Chinese officers who settled in the houses. The 
women, whose husbands were taken to the con-
centration camp, were forced to host Han Chinese 
and Chinese government officials designated by 
the Chinese Government in their homes and to 
be “related” to them. Moreover, the opposition of 
to this policy and the lack of good hosting led to 
their being taken to concentration camps (Greer, 
2018). China’s “Twin Relatives” policy continues 

on the condition that Han Chinese who settle in 
houses are allowed to sleep in Uyghur beds and 
eat their food (Byler, 2018a; Greer, 2018; Ymaz, 
2020).

According to documents released by China, the 
number of Han Chinese resettled in the homes of 
the people in 2017 and 2018 has exceeded one 
million. Women whose husbands are taken to 
concentration camps or sentenced to prisons have 
to share their beds with Han Chinese (Bag, 2019; 
Chiara, 2018).

With these practices, the Chinese government not 
only controls the people, but also attacks people’s 
religious beliefs and culture. From another point 
of view, this is part of China’s policy of Sinici-
zation East Turkistan (Atayurt, 2021; Turkistan 
TV, 2021).

As a result of this Policy of China, women from 
East Turkistan whose husbands are in concentra-
tion camps are conceived. According to concen-
tration camp witness Zumret Davut, an obstetrics 
and gynecologist at Xinjiang Medical Universi-
ty Hospital admitted that he was sent to Kash-
gar and that Uyghur women were busy dropping 
their children during the four months he worked 
there. Women whose husbands are in concentra-
tion camps or prison say their “twin relatives” did 
this (Istiqlal TV, 2020c).
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3. Forced Marriage of Uyghur 
    Girls to Han Chinese 

Marriage is a fundamental right that one can per-
form entirely voluntarily and freely without the 
coercion of anyone, including his or her own par-
ents. Forced marriage is also contrary to China’s 
own laws. The Civil Code of the People’s Repub-
lic of China is the 5th and 6th amendment of the 
Marriage Law. In the articles; it is clearly stated 
that marriage is possible with the consent of both 
parties and that no one can be forced into mar-
riage (The State Council of China, 2005).. How-
ever, Uyghur Turks in East Turkistan are forcibly 
married to Han Chinese (Bag, 2019; Guardian, 
2018).

On February 27, 1931, there was an uprising 
against a Han Chinese man who wanted to forc-
ibly marry an East Turkistan girl in a small town 
in the Eastern part  of Kumul province of East 
Turkistan, and as a result of this uprising, a great 
rebellion was launched against the Han Chinese 
throughout East Turkistan. As a result of this re-
bellion, an independent republic was declared in 
East Turkistan on November 12, 1933. 

Between 1949 and 1961, approximately 
1,877,200 Han Chinese, mostly men, were reset-

tled under the pretext of working in East Turki-
stan from China (Sinai News, 2014). According 
to China’s population statistics in 1990, the num-
ber of Han Chinese registered in East Turkistan 
was 1,405,653 and the number of people mar-
rying between different ethnic groups in East 
Turkistan was 38,398. This amounts to 1% of the 
total marriage rate (Rong, 2001) These marriage 
rates in Chinese sources; Marriages between Tur-
kic Muslims and Han Chinese are considered 
unacceptable in East Turkistan. Between 2000 
and 2010, East Turkistan was recorded as the 
region with the lowest marriage rate with Han 
Chinese throughout China (Guanchazhe, 2018). 
According to the 5th census data in 2000, Uy-
ghur Turks had 1.05% marriage with other ethnic 
groups among the 56 ethnic groups under CPC 
rule, and according to this ratio, Uyghurs ranked 
56th. This rate is even lower in the regions where 
Uyghurs are more demographically concentrat-
ed(Li, 2004).

Research shows that normally Uyghur-Chinese 
marriage rates in the southern regions of East 
Turkistan are very low (Li, 2012). In 2003, only 
one of the 345 households in a village in Kashgar 
province married Han Chinese. In 2000, 19,004 
East Turkistan people married Han Chinese 
throughout China (Li, 2008).

Figure 11: Table showing the marriage rate of 56 ethnic groups in China with other ethnic groups in 
2004, according to official Chinese data
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Following the marriage policy between Han 
Chinese and Tibetans in Tibet, the Chinese gov-
ernment soon began to promote Uyghur-Chinese 
marriage and implement support policies in East 
Turkistan. On August 25, 2014, Chinese Gov-
ernment officials issued the ‘Regulation on Pro-
moting and Supporting Marriage between Han 
Chinese and Other Ethnic Groups’ (关于鼓励
民汉通婚家庭奖励办法) in Circassian district 
of East Turkistan. This regulation has very gen-
erous content for marriages with Han Chinese 
and their children. Accordingly, it is stated that 
those who perform Uyghur-Chinese marriag-
es can receive a maximum of 10,000 Yuan per 
year for a maximum of five years, and if they 
are unemployed, their employment will be pro-
vided. In addition, it is stated that a maximum 
of 20,000 Yuan will be subsidized for treatment 
support to all family members of the two parties 
each year, all school costs of their children from 
kindergarten to high school will be covered by 
the state, and 5,000 Yuan will be provided each 
year if the children attend university (Aximu, 
2020; Erdem, 2019; Guanchazhe, 2018; Hualv 
Lvshi, 2021; Huang, 2014). Articles published 
in Chinese sources in 2018 stated that marriages 
between Han Chinese and other ethnic groups 
were described as a critical and important step in 
achieving national integration, while at the same 
time marriage rates were a critical indicator of 
national integration (Guanchazhe, 2018).

The marriage of Muslim women from East 
Turkistan to Han Chinese has become a policy 
supported and promoted by the Chinese gov-
ernment over time. After the implementation of 
concentration camps, this policy became an in-
visible element of repression with state power. If 
a Uyghur Turk does not agree to marry the Chi-
nese by the decision of the parents or herself, she 
is taken into concentration camps for having a 
problematic mindset. The Chinese government, 
trying to hide the forced marriage policies taking 
place in East Turkistan, encourages Uyghur girls 
to marry Han Chinese on social media platforms 
and puts pressure on families.

In 2020, an advertising video was posted on Chi-
na’s social media platform Douyin (抖音) an-
nouncing that the Chinese Government urgently 
needed 100 Uyghur girls to marry Han Chinese 
men and that prize money would be given to 
those who married (Pandya, 2020).. The num-
ber of wedding photos and videos of Han Chi-
nese with Uyghur girls, which are being posted 
on China’s social media platforms, is increasing 
day by day. 

Figure 12: Uyghur Turk girls forced to marry 
Han Chinese
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East Turkistan girls face the threat that if they 
do not accept marriage, family members will be 
taken to concentration camps (Bag, 2019). In the 
wedding photos and videos released, the fear and 
desperation on the faces of Uyghur girls forced 
to marry Han Chinese is obvious. According to 
the statements of Zumret Davut, a witness of the 
concentration camp, the neighborhood mayors 
who acted in line with these policies of the CPC; 
Family members tell Uyghur girls taken to con-
centration camps that if they marry Han Chinese, 
they can help free their parents or relatives in 
the camps. The release of the families of Uyghur 
girls who accepted this imposition is also seen in 
the relevant sources (Istiqlal TV, 2020a). In our 
interview with her, Zumret Davut described what 
happened to a conservative family that had been 
a neighbor in Urumqi for many years as follows: 
“In 2013-2014, I met a family who moved to 
our neighborhood from Merkit district of Kash-
gar. They had three sons and a daughter. Their 
father’s name was Nurahmet, their mother’s 
name was Gulcemal. It was a family in its own 
right that made a living with the grocery store 
they opened in Urumqi. In 2016, it was decid-
ed to return Uyghurs who came to Urumqi from 
the southern provinces of East Turkistan, and the 
family had to travel from Urumqi to Merkit. On 
the first day they went to Merkit, Mr. Nurahmet 
was detained and taken to a concentration camp; 
Because he was a devout man who prayed five 
times. After the father went to the concentration 
camp, Aycamal, the eldest child of the family, 
started working in a factory. She had just turned 
18. A Han Chinese man who works at the factory 
told his mother that he wanted to marry Aycemal. 
When Han Chinese’s marriage proposal was re-
jected by Aycemal’s mother, the man complained 
to the local police station, accusing the family of 
being overthinking, and the police began to pres-
sure the girl’s mother. They told the mother that 
if he did not give his daughter to Han Chinese, 
Mr. Nurahmet would be sentenced to 20 years in 
prison, while his other children would be placed 
in an orphanage. Aycemal had to agree to mar-
ry the Han Chinese man to protect her mother.” 
Zumret Davut personally heard this whole story 
from Aycemal’s mother, Gulcemal.

4. Forced Labor, Hashar (Chore) 
and Slave Labor

Figure 13: Uyghur youths sent to Hubei Province, 
China in 2018

After the 2000s, the Chinese government began 
moving the people of East Turkistan to the inland 
regions of China under the name of “excess la-
bor”. The target audience of this “overwork” pol-
icy was unmarried Uyghur Turk young girls. This 
policy has been going on nonstop for the last 20 
years. Not only were Uyghur Turks forced into 
prostitution after being taken to inland China, but 
those who wanted to come back were not allowed 
to, causing huge problems. Protests took place in 
Urumqi in 2009 after Uyghur Turk workers were 
killed by Han Chinese workers who were taken 
to a toy factory in Shaoguan district of China’s 
Dongguan Province. These protests were blood-
ily suppressed by Chinese security forces and 
turned into massacres.

The Hashar (Chore) system is a policy that has 
been maintained since the  occupation of East 
Turkistan. The people living in the villages of 
East Turkistan are forced to do the work that mu-
nicipalities such as opening canals, planting trees 
and road constructions. These activities mostly 
take place in the spring and autumn. Even if it 
the assigned works can now be done comfortably 
with machinery and using primitive agricultural 
tools, the state insistently uses manpower Hence, 
the aim of the chore system is not to leave free 
time for East Turkistanis and to normalize the 
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system by keeping them constantly busy.

Forced labor of the people living in East Turk-
istan has been transformed into a slave labour 
system with concentration camps since 2017. 
Today, Uyghurs are employed in factories in re-
mote parts of China in difficult conditions and 
under supervision, deprived of all freedoms 
(Anhui Guoyuan Financial Holdings Group Co., 
Ltd., 2018; Hotan People’s Republic, 2019; Xu et 
al., 2020). In this new system, especially women 
are targeted by China. Separating women from 
family ties and separating them from their home-
land without their consent has become the fate of 
millions of women living in East Turkistan.

According to recent research, the Chinese gov-
ernment is taking people from East Turkistan to 
factories in China or employing them in facto-
ries and fields in East Turkistan for low wag-
es (Zenz, 2020b).  people in such facilities are 

working long hours and being forced to attend 
official ideology courses in Chinese or CPC after 
the end of the working hours (Anhui Guoyuan 
Financial Holdings Group Co., Ltd,2018; Hotan 
People’s Republic, 2019; People’s Daily, 2018). 
Videos of women being forced into sexual slav-
ery and marketed have been detected on Chinese 
social media platforms. 

The research conducted by ASPI identified more 
than 80,000 people who were sent to China as 
slave labors from concentration camps in East 
Turkistan between 2017 and 2019 (Xu et al., 
2020). It is especially understood from imag-
es on social media that many people from East 
Turkistan were forcibly taken to China to fill the 
labor shortage in factories vacated in China after 
the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. Kazakh Turk 
Tursinbek and Gulzira, witnesses of the concen-
tration camps, stated that they were employed 
without payment (BBC News, 2020).

Figure 14: East Turkistan youths sent to factories in remote parts of China
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In December 2020, researcher Adrian Zenz, 
citing Chinese sources, found that China was 
forcing peopleto work in cotton production in 
East Turkistan. The Zenz report reveals that a 
total of 570,000 people were forced into cot-
ton work by the Chinese government in 2018, 
and that 70% of the cotton in the region was 

collected by hand (Zenz, 2020b). According-
ly, women whose husbands are taken to con-
centration camps constitute an important part 
of this workforce. Photos appear on social 
media showing women from fields and work-
places working with their young children. 

Figure 15: A Uyghur mother forced to work with her young child

Videos posted on China’s social media platforms 
by Han Chinese, landowners in East Turkistan, 
feature women from East Turkistan picking cot-

ton with their hands and breaking walnuts (Fac-
tory Owner, 2020; Field Owner, 2020).

Figure 16: Women employed in fields and factories owned by Han Chinese in East Turkistan
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In 2020, when we look at the videos taken by 
Han Chinese in the factories published on Chi-
nese social media platforms, it is seen that most 
of those employed are women. It is noteless that 
hundreds of women are employed even in the 
Han Chinese factory in a small town alone. For 
example, It was published in the Heyun (和云) 

newsletter, which employs more than 500 Uy-
ghur women at Hotan Yeniavat’s Gicek Village 
Poverty Reduction Factory. According to the 
owners of this factory, most of the employees 
are Uyghur women. There is no information 
about how many hours they work dayly and how 
much they are paid.

Figure 17: Uyghur women employed at Aksu Hong Sheng Plastic Factory (Hongsheng Plastic 
Sanai, 2020)

A BBC report on 3 March 2021 described an ef-
fort by Chinese authorities to take Uyghur girls 
to Chinese factories in Hotan. In 2017, the sto-
ry of Zeynep the Uyghur Turk who answered 
“No!” to the question “Would you like to work 
in Anhui?” to run in Anhui province, China, was 
told (BBC News, 2021c). Zeynep is encouraged 
to go to China.

Ayse Yasin, from East Turkistan, explained that 
in the 2010s, young girls from East Turkistan 
were forcibly taken to Chinese factories in re-
mote parts of China, worried about their own 
daughters and came to Turkey to protect them 
(GZT, 2019).

Figure 18: China’s effort to take Uyghur 
girls to Chinese factories
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Women from East Turkistan were banned from 
entering the mosque years ago. Women’s cloth-
ing and wearing headscarves are also one of the 
most intervening issues of the CPC administra-
tion. Since 2011, the Chinese government has 
launched a policy in East Turkistan under the 
name “Xinjiang Women’s Beauty Organization”; 
women wearing short skirts and stylish dresses, 
dressing up and going out on the street (Li, 2021). 
This policy has been strictly followed, especially 
in the southern provinces of East Turkstan. Under 
this policy, it was announced that women’s hijabs 
would be banned, and Chinese security forces en-
tered the households, increasing their pressure on 

5. Violations of Freedom of Belief

women’s clothing. 

On the last day of Ramadan in 2014, the town 
of Ilishku in Yarkent district of Kashgar prov-
ince resisted Chinese security forces and many 
villagers were killed when the house where the 
women worshipped was raided and unlawfully 
detained. Witnesses said about 1,000 people were 
killed by heavy weapons and at least two villag-
es were wiped off the map (Ekrem, After 2016) 
2013, Chinese media wicked what they called 
“violence”, sparking an effort by Chinese secu-
rity forces to raid houses and control women’s 
clothes.  He’s been taken to concentration camps. 

Figure 19: A Uyghur Turk from East Turkistan is searched by Chinese authorities and charged with the 
presence of religious books
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China has banned women from East Turkistan 
from wearing the veil since 2014 (BBC News, 
2014). The following images include announce-
ments and posters expressing China’s ban on 
East Turkistan from wearing religious clothing 
and encouraging them to dress openly. It is clear 
that it is civility and beauty to walk around with 
their hair open with posters hung on the streets in 
the cities and rural areas of East Turkistan, while 
wearing a headscarf is reactionary and bigotry. 

Figure 20: Announcements and posters showing 
China banning the religious clothing of the 
people and encouraging them to dress openly

 ANNOUNCEMENT:

People with veils, beards and hijabs 
are not allowed in public areas and 
residential areas.

Title of the article published in the jour-
nal:

It’s a bad tradition to wear a hijab.

 The board in Kashgar reads: 

Clothing with an extreme religious 
symbol 
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Figure 21: Bulaksu Town 10. General due diligent form of veiled (Sheeted) women in 
the village

The following image is a form showing that 
China recorded all the personal information 
of veiled women in East Turkistan in 2013. 
The form’s title reads “Bulaksu Town 10. 
General Situation of Veiled Women in The 
Village”. General information such as the 

name, surname, age, education status, ad-
dress of women in the form; since when 
he was veiled and the reason, she wore the 
veil; when, where and from whom she re-
ceived religious education; personal infor-
mation of the spouse, etc.
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The secret document, called the Karakax List, 
leaked from China, contains the personal infor-
mation of 600 people taken to the concentration 
camp and the reasons for their involvement in 
the camps. According to this list, there are many 
women who were taken to the concentration 
camp simply because they wore veils. For exam-
ple, Buayshehan Momin, 653222198007120267 
ID number living at the 2nd Group, Number 26 
in Karakax district, Shatlik District, was sent to 
concentration camp number 2 by the mayor’s 
office on the grounds that he was wearing only 
a veil. The records show that the mayor’s em-
ployees visited Buayshehan Momin’s house and 
found that she knew how to pray, did “four jobs”, 
performed daily prayers during the holidays and 
at home, and that her father, Monsieur Nasir, 
taught her to worship. 

Apart from these, although it is one of the most 
basic human rights to choose disguises and wear 
what they want, Muslim women from East Turk-
istan cannot exercise these rights freely. Women 
were not only forbidden to wear the clothes re-
quired by their religious beliefs, but they were 
also not allowed to wear clothes that were un-
der the waist. Women wearing clothes under the 
waist are stopped in the streets and their clothes 
are corrected. 

Amine Vahit, who came to Turkey from East 
Turkistan in 2017, said that in East Turkistan, 
Chinese police are constantly searching houses; 
He stated that he was detained for three months 
because the Quran was found in his sister’s house 
(GZT, 2019). As of 2016, people in East Turki-
stan are completely forbidden to give alms, fast 
during Ramadan, say the words “Allah, Huda, 
Assalamu alaikum, etc.” and use them in writing. 

Rukiye Barat, who was a 13-year-old back then 
was imprisoned with 16 other children for only 
praying and learning to read the Quran when she 
was 16. She said that the police raided their hous-
es at 2:00 a.m. and took them to prison, and that 
children were interrogated and tortured in prison 
(GZT, 2019).

Figure 22: East Turkistan women thought to be 
wearing long clothes are cut off in the court-
yards of their homes by Chinese Government 

officials
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According to the testimony of relatives of Uy-
ghur Reyhangul Abdugupur in Turkey, Reyhan-
gul was sentenced to 14 years in prison simply 
because she learned to read the Quran. Reyhan-
gul, ID number 652201199311283222, was born 
on November 28, 1993, in Karadove, Kumul 
city. After finishing secondary school in 2010, 
Reyhangul learned to read the Quran in 15-20 
days in her village and married in 2012 and gave 
birth to two children. In 2018; She was taken to 
a concentration camp because she had learned 
to read the Quran in the past, and was then im-
prisoned; Two daughters, five and two years old, 
were left without a mother. According to Rey-
hangul’s relatives, her cousin Hayrigul Talip was 
arrested on the same grounds and sentenced to at 
least 10 years in prison.

In addition, the Chinese government wants the 
names of Muslims with Islamic meaning to be 
changed. On July 21, 2017, the official newspa-
per Xinjiang Newspaper published names that 
China did not like, such as Shahid, Muslime and 
Nurislam. 

The official Xinjiang Gazette dated July 21, 
2017, contains information about Uyghurs 
whose names have been changed. According to 
the advertisement, the  name Arafat was  changed  
to Behtiyar, Muslim name to Salam, Nurislam 
name to Fazilet, Ebubekri name to Esker, Mo-
hamed name to Memet and Shahid name to Dil-
ber (Byler, 2018b; Xinjiang Gazette, 2017).

In East Turkistan, it is mandatory for people to 
download surveillance apps that spy on their 
mobile phones (Baidu Tieba, 2017; Dong, 2017; 
downcc.com, 2018; Rajagopalan, 2018; soli-
dot, 2018).  The  mobile phone app 净网卫士 
(Jingwangweishi) monitors all activities that 
take place over the phone and instantly transmits 
unwanted words and movements to the police 
station (Altunkaya, 2019; Dong, 2017; solidot, 
2018). This application finely checks and saves 
the daily activities, names,phone calls, and wom-
en’ clothing, including their colors and length 
(Altunkaya, 2019).

Figure 23: Young Uyghur women sentenced to 
prison in 2018 for learning to read the Quran

Hayrigul Talip

Reyhangul Abdugupur

She was taken to a concentration 
camp because she had learned to 
read the Quran in the past, and 
was then imprisoned; Two daugh-
ters, five and two years old, were 
left without a mother. According to 
Reyhangul’s relatives, her cousin 
Hayrigül Talip was arrested on the 
same grounds and sentenced to at 
least 10 years in prison.
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Figure 24: Announcement of the renaming of Xinjiang Newspaper, the official newspaper of the CPC 
dated 21 July 2017 and numbered 24034

Changed names

Name of the girls Name of the boys

Muslime Arafat

Nurislam  Muhammet

Shehide Ebubekri

Merhaba Behtiyar

Fazilet Memet

Dilber Esker
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6. Travel Restriction

The identity cards carried by East Turkistanis 
contain ethnicity information and are prevented 
from traveling freely to the regions they want, 
especially Urumqi, due to their ethnic identity. 
East Turkistanis do not have the freedom to live, 
work and travel in any city voluntarily. Before 
2016, East Turkistanis who wanted to reside in 
Urumqi but did not have a residence record was 
allowed to stay in Urumqi if they applied for a 
residence card and obtained approval from state 
institutions. If it was determined that a Uyghur 
had been in Urumqi for several months or more 
without this document, it was decided to immedi-
ately force his or her to be sent to the area where 
the residence registration was located.

In 2016, just before implementing the concentra-
tion camp policy, the Chinese authorities ordered 
East Turkistanis residing in the interior of China 
and anywhere in East Turkistan to return to the 

address where their residence records are locat-
ed (Istiqlal TV, 2020b; Tynen, 2019). Before the 
passports of East Turkistanis began to be confis-
cated, everyone in the region, including women, 
had to do different procedures than Han Chinese 
in order to obtain passports, and often it was not 
approved. In recent years, those who received 
passports and traveled abroad have been arrest-
ed.

Figure 22 shows a review form about people 
travelling abroad from Hotan. The form contains 
personal information, professional information, 
the country to go to, the reason for going and 
the decision on whether the Local Government 
Committee, Credit Cooperative, Police Station 
and Contraceptive Office in the village allow 
the person to go abroad. Women who are not ap-
proved by the Census Bureau cannot apply for a 
passport.

Figure 25: Proof of residence required for East Turkistanis whose population registration is not in 
Urumqi to stay in Urumqi

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Public 
Made By The Security Department.

Residence Permit
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Figure 26: Permission document that villagers in Hotan who want to travel abroad must prepare to apply 
for a passport



CHINA’S HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

27

Some of the women who were studying outside 
East Turkestan returned after completing their 
education, while others had to return because 
they were threatened with their family by the 
Chinese government. However, the returning 
Uyghurs were taken to concentration camps un-
der the pretext that they had gone abroad. Ex-
amples include the fate of Uyghur Turk Seyide 
Memet and Muyesser Mohammed.

Seyide Memet, born in 1984, came to Turkey to 
study for a master’s degree after completing her 
undergraduate education at Nanjing University. 
After graduating, she returned to East Turkistan 
in December 2016 with her husband Abdul-
latif and their two children. In June 2017, the 
Chinese government took Seyide Memet into a 
concentration camp under the pretext of “re-ed-
ucation”. In 2020, Seyide Memet was sentenced 
to 18 years in prison, according to the Embassy 
of the People’s Republic of China in Ankara. 

Figure 27: Seyide Memet and her husband Abdullatif 
studying in Turkey

Figure 28: Seyide Memet’s passport and student visa
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Born in 1986, Muyesser Mohammed graduated 
from the Chinese Language department of the 
Kashgar Pedagogical Institute. In 2006, she went 
to Egypt to study, where she met and married Sa-
dreddin, a citizen of Kazakhstan. Muyesser, who 
has lived in Kazakhstan since 2007, was forced 
to return to his hometown of Artush in Septem-
ber 2016 after her mother said, “My daughter, 
you have to come back, the police has taken your 
father.” Muyesser Mohammed was immediately 
arrested after crossing the border and her educa-
tion in Egypt was considered a crime. According 
to her husband Sadreddin, Muyesser was tak-
en to a concentration camp in March 2017 and 
forced to work in factories in May 2019. When 
Muyesser realized that she was going to be taken 

In 2017, China asked East Turkistan students who went to dif-
ferent countries of the world to return to their hometowns. Some 
students who did not want to return were threatened with their 
families.

The following image contains a notice sent by the Chinese Gov-
ernment to the family of Habibe Memetabit, who was studying 
in Malaysia in 2017. In this document sent by Kashgar Police 
Department on April 17, 2017, it was reported that Habibe, who 
went abroad to study, should return within 7 days. If the family 
does not notify their daughter or if their daughter does not re-
turn, it is clear that legal action will be taken. Habibe, who did 
not return, did not hear from her father for a while; In 2020, she 
learned that her father was in prison. 

back from the factory to the concentration camp, 
she sent a messenger to her husband Sadreddin: 
“I am finished, give up hope of me.” Sadreddin 
said his wife, Muyesser, was pregnant with her 
fourth child when she returned to Artush, but the 
baby was aborted after being taken to a concen-
tration camp. According to her husband, not only 
Muyesser, but his entire family, including his 
14-year-old sister, were taken to a concentration 
camp and prison. Muyesser’s 57-year-old moth-
er was also sentenced to 19 years in prison on 
charges of “inciting terrorism” for performing 
Hajj worship, listening to religious conversations 
and communicating with acquaintances abroad 
(Gulchehre, 2019).

Figure29 :)1) Last photo of Muyesser Mohammed before returning home, 
)2)A photo of her being taken from a concentration camp to a hospital in 2018,

)3) Three children waiting in Kazakhstan. Source: RFA,2018,2019.

(1) (2) (3)

 Figure 30: Habibe Memetabit 
whose family was threatened
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Figure 31: Notice sent by the Police Department to Habibe’s return

7. Arbitrary Arrest

The Chinese government has detained several 
professors, teachers, writers, doctors, artists and 
women from various business and professional 
groups to concentration camps they call the “Ed-
ucation Center”. Since April 2017, at least 338 in-
tellectuals have been arrested by the Chinese gov-
ernment. Among them is a Professor of Uyghur 

Folklore at Xinjiang University. (Chris & Austin, 
2018) Hundreds of thousands of women, includ-
ing many academics, artists, teachers and busi-
nesswomen, including Rahile David, have been 
taken into a concentration camp. According to the 
July 2021 report, Rahile David has been sentenced 
to prison (Birchur, 2021).
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Figure 33 is the 2017/1 cover of Xinjiang Women’s Mag-
azine, China’s official publication. Prof. Dr. Rahile Davut 
was introduced in the affirmative issue of this journal. Ra-
hile Davut travelled to Beijing for a meeting in 2017 and 
never returned home. According to the testimony of her 
daughter Akide Polat, she had not heard from her mother 
since December 12, 2017, but later learned that her mother 
had been taken to a concentration camp called the “Educa-
tion Center”. 

After 2016, the CPC’s arbitrary arrests of women from 
East Turkistan reached an extreme level. The following 
document belongs to the detention notice issued to the 
Kazakh Turk named Savlia Murtay,” unreliable person 
who may be disrupting public order” on January 11, 2018. 
Many East Turkistan women, such as Mirtay, are deprived 
of their freedom under the pretext of “unreliable person” 
and “potential threat” without any criminal charges.

Figure 32: Some women from East Turkistan sent by the Chinese government to concentration camps 
and prisons

Figure 33: Photo of Prof. Dr. Rahile 
Davut on the cover page of Xinjiang 

Women’s Magazine
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In January 2020, a 67-year-old Uyghur wom-
an named Zeytunhan Ismail heard fighting and 
screams from her neighbor’s house in the village 
of Chatkal, Turfan province of East Turkistan, 
Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported. She went to her 
neighbor’s house and advises the drunk husband 
who yells at his pregnant wife not to drink and to 
be nice to his wife, causing the argument. How-
ever, when the matter reaches the CPC authori-
ties, Zeytunhan is taken to a concentration camp 

Nurzade Cumahan, a Kazakh Turk from East 
Turkistan, was charged with “obstructing the en-
forcement of laws out of deeds to his faith” and 
Nurzade was sentenced to 20 years in prison. 
However, Article 36 of the Constitution of the 
People’s Republic of China states: “Citizens of 

the People’s Republic of China have freedom of 
belief. Any government agency, non-governmen-
tal organization or individual has no authority to 
force people to believe or not believe in a reli-
gion, to insult anyone who believes or does not 
believe.”

with a black sack over her head for allegedly 
committing a religious extremism. Zeytunhan Is-
mail was confirmed among the recently detained 
in a phone call with an RFA reporter at the Police 
Station in the village of Çatkal. Zeytunhan’s ad-
vice to her drunken neighbor not to drink alcohol, 
at least to drink less, led to Chinese authorities 
treating it as preventing people from drinking al-
cohol and treating it as an indicator of religious 
extremism (Birchur, 2021b).

Figure 34: Detention notice issued to Savlia Mirtay on «unreliable person who may be disrupting public 
order»
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Figure 35: Court order that Nurzade Cumahan is sentenced to 20 years in prison on charges of «devotion 
to her faith»

Picture 36: Photo of Muharrem Ablet of East 
Turkistan with his family in Malaysia

8. Extortion of the Right to Motherhood

Due to the Family Planning Policy implemented 
by China since 1986, many babies are terminat-
ed, and mothers are deprived of their right to give 
birth to their babies. The Chinese government 
takes a large number of women, especially moth-
ers from East Turkistan, as slave labors to facto-
ries in remote parts of China. Mothers who are 
confined to concentration camps and prisons are 
separated from their children. According to a Uy-
ghur who came to Istanbul from East Turkistan, 
in 1995, the Onsu district in Aksu province was 
taken away by the Population Planning Office 
team because the newborn 40-day-old baby of a 
Uyghur family living in the village of Cagda was 
considered “out of quota”. The parents were told 
not to ask whereabouts of the baby, otherwise 
they would be fired and punished (Türköz, 1998).

On March 25, 2021, CNN reported that CNN re-
porters visited Muhlise, the daughter of Muhar-
rem Ablet, who studied in Malaysia five years 
ago, then returned to Kashgar, where she was ar-

rested. Muhlise cried and told reporters that she 
was not with her mother. Separated from her two 
children, Muharrem was sentenced to 15 years in 
prison only for going abroad and studying(Wright 
et al., 2021).
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Women from East Turkistan in the diaspora are 
unable to take their children abroad due to Chi-
na’s passport and travel restrictions, forced abor-
tions, etc. Since 2016, a group of Uyghur mothers 
who have not been able to contact their parents 
and children marched from Istanbul to Ankara in 
March 2021 to make their voices heard. (Gerger-
lioğlu, 2021; Polemikhaber, 2021).

Women detained in concentration camps are also 
separated from their children. Mothers with ba-
bies in their arms are taken to camps and their 

babies are taken to orphanages. Gulbahar Jelilo-
va, a witness to the concentration camp, explains 
that a woman in the same ward was taken directly 
from the hospital on the day of her birth, while 
her child was released to the hospital as follows:

“A woman was brought to me; milk was drip-
ping from her breast. The mother didn’t know 
how her baby was doing because her child was 
in the hospital. Women were given a drug and 
their milk was cut off.”

Figure 37: Mothers who have not heard from their children in East Turkistan
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Throughout history, sexual assaults against wom-
en have also been used as a form of violence in 
wars. Sexual assault and torture of East Turkistan 
women in prisons and concentration camps have 
reached an extraordinary level. In the camps, 
Han Chinese policemen can choose the women 
they want and sexually assault them (Hill et al., 
2021). Because they are Turkic and Muslim, the 
honor and cultural resistance of East Turkistan 
women are broken by the Chinese government 
and thus assimilated. China commits various in-
humane crimes against Uyghur Muslim women 
of Turkish descent, such as stripping, harassing 
and raping, and inflicts this atrocity on women.
The crimes against humanity mentioned here 
were applied to women from East Turkistan 

who were imprisoned even before the concentra-
tion camps were widespread. An East Turkistan 
woman who immigrated to Turkey has told that 
she was imprisoned and raped in prison when she 
was at a young age (GZT, 2019). A Uyghur girl 
who was imprisoned at the age of 16 was repeat-
edly raped by Chinese police during her years 
in prison and killed herself by banging her head 
against a wall, according to her statements. It is 
also noteworthy that the same woman stated that 
she was raped by ten people every day and stated 
that if suicide was not forbidden in Islam, this 
would be the first choice of women in prison. In 
the same years, two 13- and 14-year-old female 
inmates who were impregnated in prison resorted 
to suicide and ended their lives (GZT, 2019).

9. Sexual Abuse and Rape

 Figure 38: East Turkistan woman raped in prison

Millions of East Turkistan women, from under-
age girls to elderly grandmothers, have been 
locked up in concentration camps. Rape and 
gang rape occur systematically in these camps 
(Hill et al., 2021) Concentration camp witness 
Tursunay Ziyavudun stated that she was raped 

repeatedly in the camp. In May 2018, Tursunay 
Ziyavudun announced that shw and a woman 
in her 20s had been taken from the ward and 
handed over to masked Han Chinese men in dif-
ferent rooms and raped with their hands tied.

“The male cops beat me up, then took me to another room. You said, “God will help me, I believe 
in him, so you resisted. Now call him, he said to help you, and he raped me.”
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Kazakh Turk Gulzira, who explained 
that rape in concentration camps had be-
come systematic and that women from 
East Turkistan were tortured, was held 
in the camp for 18 months. According to 
Gulzira, Han Chinese men pay to choose 

the beautiful young girls in the camp. He 
was employed as a cleaning worker at the 
concentration camp, but was also forced 
to take off all the clothes of the selected 
girls and handcuff them to the beds so that 
they could not move (Hill et al., 2021).

 Figure 39: Tursunay Ziyavudun who was raped in a Chinese concentration camp

Figure 40: Kazakh Turk Gulzira forced on task of preparing girls chosen for rape in 
concentration camps
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Kalbinur Siddik, who was assigned as a teach-
er in a concentration camp for men in Urumqi 
from March to September 2017 on the orders of 
the Urumqi Education Directorate, witnessed po-
lice and guards tell how they raped women in the 
camps (Gülçehre, 2020a; Istiqlal TV, 2021).

Gulbahar Jelilova, a witness to the concentration 
camp, said that when she was taken to the camp, 
she was forced to sign a document, and when she 
refused, she was sexually abused:

Before returning to Kashgar, Mihriay Erkin ex-
plained to her relatives that she wanted to start 
her life again, become a teacher and start a fam-
ily after returning to her hometown. Mihriay 
Erkin, who predicted that bad things could 
happen to her, used the phrase ‘put red roses in 
my grave if I am killed’ in her latest WhatsApp 
message to her friend. Many East Turkistan stu-
dents studying abroad, such as Mihriay Erkin, 
were detained as soon as they returned to their 
hometowns (QHA, 2017; Uyghur News, 2017; 
Uyghur Academy, 2018).

Women from East Turkistan are killed by phys-
ical and mental torture in prisons and concen-
tration camps. Born in Kashgar on February 23, 
1990, Mihriay Erkin completed her undergrad-
uate studies at Shanghai Jiaotong University, 
China’s most prestigious university. In 2014, she 
went to Japan to study for a master’s degree at 
the University of Tokyo. According to the testi-
monies of Mihriay Erkin’s relatives and friends, 

10. Killing

Kalbinur Siddik, an Uzbek Turk from East Turk-
istan who was employed as a teacher in a con-
centration camp and managed to escape to the 
Netherlands, stated that she was repeatedly ver-
bally and physically abused by Fang, a 56-year-
old Han Chinese man who was placed in his 
home as a “twin relative”. Kalbinur Siddik stat-
ed that when there was a strong reaction to all 
these abuses, Fang said that he had the authority 
to kiss, hug and sleep with he because he was a 
“mandatory relative” and that she could not op-
pose him (Gülçehre, 2020b).

Mihriay Erkin lost contact with her family from 
2017 and was forced to return to Kashgar by local 
Chinese police on several occasions. Mihriay Er-
kin decided to return in 2019 after Chinese police 
in Kashgar took her mother hostage. Mihriay Er-
kin, who said she did not want to leave her family 
in a difficult situation despite the objections of 
his relatives and friends, returned to Kashgar on 
June 17, 2019, and was never heard from again. 
In January 2021, Mihriay Erkin’s death was an-
nounced from his relatives in Kashgar. According 
to RFA reporters, Mihriay was taken to Yanbulak 
concentration camp after returning to Kashgar, 
and then tortured to death by policemen in the 
Kashgar Provincial Police Department’s Security 
Unit during his interrogation at Yanbulak Police 
Station (Birchur, 2021a).

“As I was being questioned, a 27-year-old 
man came in with my hands cuffed and un-
zipped his pants and said ‘if you don’t sign 
the document we want, I’m going to shove it 
in your mouth’.”

Figure 41: Genocide victim Mihriay Erkin
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Figure 42: A study by Mihriay Erkin at the University of Tokyo

Mihriay’s last message:

My flight leaves in two hours.
I’m going to be a teacher.

Not by trapping our children in a room 
as before, but by making kites with them, 
boiling water on the mountain, measur-
ing their degree, making newspapers 
and...

Let’s fly a kite!

If I lived happily when I grew up, if I 
had a family... I want to live with you as 
brothers and sisters. 

Figure 43: Mihriay’s last message before she left for East Turkistan

Concentration camp witnesses Gulbahar Jelilo-
va and Mihrigul Tursun said they witnessed the 
deaths of the women while in the camp. In Jelilo-
va’s ward, a 27-year-old woman named Hurriyet 
died of torture. The woman’s crime was to go to 
Turkey for a holiday with her 7-year-old daugh-
ter. When she returned, Hurriyet was taken to a 
concentration camp, where she lost her sanity 
and died.

Concentration camp witness Mihrigul Tursun 
witnessed the deaths of 9 women in a short time 
in the ward where she was staying. One of these 
women, Fatma, a 23-year-old mother of two, was 

taken into the camp for attending a wedding with-
out booze and Islamic procedure. Considering 
that so many women died in 2-3 months in one 
ward, there were at least 24 people in each ward 
and there were hundreds of wards in more than 
60 buildings; It is not difficult to estimate that the 
death toll in concentration camps will be in the 
thousands. Kalbinur Siddik, who was forced to 
work as a Chinese teacher in the concentration 
camp, said she witnessed a death of a 19-year-old 
girl on her first day.

Zinnetgul Tursun, who was sent back to China 
via Tajikistan by the Izmir Migration Administra-
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tion with her two children, was first imprisoned 
and killed sometime later. Zinnetgul Tursun’s 
sister Gulcennet, who lives in Saudi Arabia, stat-
ed that she had received news that her sister was 
dead and that her mother was caring for her two 
children (East Turkistan Bulteni, 2020).

11. BrainWashing

China’s brainwashing policies have been going 
on in every corner of East Turkistan for years. 
East Turkistan students, who have been subjected 
to atheism and darwinism propaganda since the 
primary schools, are forced to adopt atheism and 
socialism. In addition, the fact that East Turki-
stan was invaded is covered up and the histori-
cal facts of the region are hidden. There is also 
a flamboyant propaganda of Chinese chauvin-
ism and Chinese nationalism by the state. Since 
2011, people have been required to attend China’s 
flag ceremony and sing songs praising the Chi-
nese Communist Party in front of the government 
building in the populated region. East Turkistanis 
have to quit their jobs and be there for hours to 
attend the flag ceremony every Monday (Istiqlal 
TV, 2020c). According to the testimony of con-
centration camp witness Zumret Davut, attending 
the flag ceremony is subject to the scoring system 
and scores are given according to the behavior of 
the participants. Those with scores below 90 are 
taken to concentration camps. The 87-year-old 
women were forced to attend these brainwash-
ing ceremonies, even in wheelchairs. The photo 
below shows the scoring book given by Chinese 
officials at the flag ceremony. Zumret Davut was 
able to take this book of her own abroad. 

Figure 44: Zinnetgul Tursun and her two 
children, who were sent back to China after 

being sent from Turkey to Tajikistan

Figure 45: Flag ceremony participant 
registration and scoring book belonging to 
concentration camp witness Zumret Davut
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Attending the flag ceremony, which has become 
mandatory in East Turkistan, with a headscarf 
is also enough for women to be imprisoned. In 
2018, Erlan Qabadan, a 51-year-old Kazakh Turk 
from Motge village in Mongolkure Autonomous 

Millions of East Turkistan Muslims of Turkish 
descent are held in concentration camps. Re-
search and testimonies show that people are 
brainwashed with intense physical torture in con-
centration camps (Atajurt Kazakh Human Rights, 
2019; BBC News, 2019b; BengüTürk TV, 2019; 
Biz10 TV, 2019; Gülçehre, 2020; Hong Kong Free 
Press, 2018; Istiqlal TV, 2020b, 2020a, 2021; Xu 
et al., 2020; Yilmaz, 2020). 

Women who survived concentration camps have 
detailed how brainwashing is practiced in the 
camps. According to their testimony, Chinese 
pamphlets praising the Communist Party are dis-
tributed to everyone in the camp, and women are 
asked to read and memorize it. Every day , “Hail 
Xi Jinping! We love China! The Communist Par-
ty of China is good.” Communist Party songs 
are routinely sang in the mornings and evenings. 
Some women who can’t say them because they 

District of Tarbagatay province, was charged with 
“extremism and unlawful conduct” and sentenced 
to 19 years in prison on June 14, 2019 (Friday, 
2020; shahit.biz, 2020). 

don’t speak Chinese are tortured. Women who 
cannot say this are not given food as the simplest 
punishment, as it is mandatory to thank the Com-
munist Party and sing their anthems. Gulbahar 
Jelilova stated that women are constantly written 
“Petition of Remorse” in the camp where she was 
staying. In this article, the Chinese government is 
asked to express its gratitude and gratitude to the 
CPC, to declare that they will send their children 
to Chinese schools from now on, and to express 
that China is the most powerful state in the world. 
Brainwashing and assimilation activities continue 
rapidly, especially on women outside the concen-
tration camp. Han Chinese holidays and events 
are forcibly celebrated for women from East 
Turkistan and women are asked to dress up wear-
ing Chinese traditional clothing. During Rama-
dan, when all religious activities are forbidden, 
women are forced to gather in village squares and 
participate in a drinking contest. 

Figure 46: Court ruling that Erlan Qabadan was sentenced to 19 years in prison
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Figure 47: Uyghur women forced to walk the streets in Chinese-made clothing

12. Torture in Concentration Camps 

The true stories of the eight female witnesses 
who were taken to concentration camps while not 
guilty and later managed to escape and go abroad 
are published by ETHR as the “Ward Stories” se-
ries. Therefore, these will be mentioned in sum-
mary in this report.

She was born in Kazakhstan on April 4, 1964. She 
is a citizen of Kazakhstan and a Uyghur Turk. For 
20 years since 1997, she has been involved in trade 
between Urumqi and Kazakhstan. She arrived in 
Urumqi on May 20, 2017, and at 8:00 a.m. on the 
morning of May 22, she was detained by three po-
licemen and taken to a concentration camp. She 

Mihrigul Tursun was born in 1989 in Cherchen, 
East Turkistan. After graduating from high school 
in 2010, hse went to the British University in 
Egypt to study for a bachelor’s degree. Mihrigul 
Tursun, who married in 2015, was detained at 
Urumqi Airport when she returned to East Turki-
stan for a family visit after giving birth to triplets. 
Between 2015 and 2018, she was taken to a con-
centration camp three times, imprisoned for a to-
tal of 10 months (300 days) and subjected to var-
ious tortures. After being freed from the camps, 
she traveled first to Egypt and then to the United 
States. She currently lives as an asylum seeker in 
the U.S.

Gulbahar Celilova: 

Mihrigul Tursun: 

was imprisoned in a concentration camp for one 
year, three months and ten days (467 days) and 
tortured. After being freed from the camp, she 
travelled through Kazakhstan to Turkey and then 
to France. She currently lives as an asylum seeker 
in France.
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Zumret Davut, born in Urumqi on June 16, 1982, 
is a Uyghur Turk. In 2005, she married a Pakistani 
citizen who does business in Urumqi. On March 
31, 2018, she was taken by police to a concentra-
tion camp in Urumqi for no reason. Zumret Davut 
spent 62 days in the concentration camp and was 
subjected to various forms of torture. After her 
release, she went to Pakistan with her Pakistani 
husband and then to the United States, where she 
lives as an asylum seeker.

Born on June 20, 1979 in East Turkistan, Gulzira 
Auelkhan was a Kazakh Turk. In 2014, she went 
to Kazakhstan with her family. When she returned 
to East Turkistan in 2017, her passport and Ka-
zakhstan residence card were confiscated by po-
lice. On July 15, 2017, she was detained and taken 
to a concentration camp, where she was subject-
ed to various forms of torture. While working as 
a cleaning worker at the Gulzira concentration 
camp, she was also forced to perform the task 
of removing the clothes of the girls chosen to be 
raped by the police in the camp and handcuffing 
them to the bed. After being released from the 
concentration camp on November 15, 2018, she 
was taken to a labour camp, where he escaped and 
fled to Kazakhstan. After living in Turkey for a 
while, she traveled to the United States. She cur-
rently lives as an asylum seeker in the U.S.

Kalpnur Siddik was born in Urumqi on June 5, 
1969. On October 9, 1990, she started working as 
a Chinese language teacher at Urumqi 24th Ele-
mentary School. From March to September 2017, 
she was assigned as an instructor at the concentra-
tion camp in Urumqi, where men were detained on 
the orders of the Urumqi Education Directorate. 
She taught Chinese to the prisoners here. She was 
then forced to train at a concentration camp where 
about 10,000 women were locked up. After teach-
ing in training camps for about eight months, she 
returned to the elementary school where she used 
to work and learned that she had been laid off. On 
October 9, 2019, despite all the difficulties, she 
managed to get her passport back. After visiting 
her daughter in the Netherlands, she continued to 
live here as an asylum seeker.

Born in Gulca in 1966, Gulbahar Haitiwaji is a 
Uyghur Turk. In 2002, she made his first foreign 
trip with her husband and two children. She set-
tled in France in 2006. Until 2016, she continued 
her life by commuting to East Turkistan. When 
she returned to East Turkistan in 2016, her pass-
port was confiscated. On January 29, 2017, she 
was summoned to the local police station in Kara-
may and was locked up in a concentration camp 
for 32 months after that. She returned to France 
on 21 August 2019. She now lives with her two 
daughters and her husband, who are French cit-
izens.

Born on September 16, 1976, in Mongolkure, East 
Turkistan, Sayragul Savutbay is a Kazakh Turk. 
After graduating from university, she worked as 
a nursery manager in her hometown. Sayragul, 
whose husband is a citizen of Kazakhstan, is a 
mother of two children. In 2016, while planning 
to move to Kazakhstan with her family, her iden-
tity documents were confiscated by the Chinese 
government. After 2017, she was forced to teach 
Chinese at the concentration camp. She was fired 
from her job and sought refuge in Germany after 
fleeing to Kazakhstan on May 5, 2018. She cur-
rently lives in Germany.

Born in 1978 in Kunes, East Turkistan, Tursunay 
Ziyavudun was a Uyghur Turk. In 2010 she went 
to Kazakhstan for the first time and stayed there 
for seven months.  After marrying a Kazakh Turk 
from East Turkistan, she went to Kazakhstan in 
2011 and stayed there for five years. After failing 
to obtain Kazakhstan citizenship, she returned to 
East Turkistan in December 2016 to extend her 
passport. On March 8, 2018, she was taken to a 
concentration camp in Kunes, where she spent 
nine months. She was tortured in a concentration 
camp, including rape. She came to Kazakhstan 
in October 2019 as a result of the struggle of her 
husband, a citizen of Kazakhstan. However, when 
the Government of Kazakhstan refused to grant 
citizenship, she went to the United States.

Zumret Davut: 

Gulzira Auelkhan: 

Kalbinur Siddik: 

Gulbahar Haitiwaji:

Sayragul Savutbay: 

Tursunay Ziyavudun:
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Figure 48: Concentration camp female witnesses 
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According to the testimonies of the women who 
survived the concentration camps; There are 
women of all generations, from 13-year-old girls 
to elderlies in their 80s. Some of the physical and 
mental torture suffered by women here is as fol-
lows:  

Beatings, scraping hair, starving and dehydrat-
ing, attacking religious belief, insulting, speech 
ban, dishonor, neglect of health and cleanliness, 
forcing you to stay in unhygienic environments, 
depriving them of treatment, brainwashing, psy-
chological pressure, violation of body privacy and 
nude search, chaining to chair for a long time to 
deprive them of freedom of movement, adminis-
tering electric shock, assault on motherhood and 
pregnancy, sexual abuse and rape,  abortion, ster-
ilization, medical experimentation without con-
sent, killing, contempt for the body (BengüTürk 
TV, 2019; Bitter Winter, 2019; Doğu Türkistan 
TV, 2019; DW News, 2019; DW Türkçe, 2021; 
euronews, 2019a; Gülçehre, 2019, 2020b, 2020a, 
2021; Hill vd., 2021; Hong Kong Free Press, 
2018; ICNA CSJ, 2020; Istiqlal TV, 2020d, 
2020b, 2020c, 2021; Muslim Port, 2019; Rubio, 
2018; Türkistan Press, 2019; UTJD, 2020; Uygur 
Haber, 2019; VOA News, 2019).

Figure 49: women’s hair is cut and used to make 
wigs In concentration camps in East Turkistan,

Figure 51: Torture chair used in concentration 
camps.

Figure 50: Prisoners watching  Xi Jinping’s 
television speech
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EVALUATION and RESULT

Today, China’s rights violations in East Turk-
istan have reached the level of genocide. In 
1971, the People’s Republic of China adopted 
the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Moreover, it has signed the International United 
Nations Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (IAOKİs), the 
United Nations Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 
or Punishment, and the International Conven-
tion on the Prevention of All Forms of Discrim-
ination against Women. Despite this, the Chi-
nese government continues its practices in East 
Turkistan, which disregard these agreements. 

The Chinese government is violating the human 
rights of Muslim women of Tturkic descent, in-
cluding young girls and elderly women, in the 
territory of East Turkistan, which it occupies, 
and is increasing these practices day by day, 
adding to its actions. China’s inhumane actions 
against Muslim women of Turkic descent, es-
pecially Uyghurs living in East Turkistan, are 
evaluated below according to some of the ar-
ticles in the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

The Chinese government completely violates 
the most basic rights of women from East Turk-
istan with its various practices in East Turki-
stan. Women from East Turkistan. 

•  Forced abortion and sterilization, 
•  They are forbidden to receive and give reli-
gious education, 
•  Freedoms of disguise are restricted, 
•  Forced into marriage, 
•  Han Chinese are placed in their households 
with the “Twin Relatives” project, 
•   They are being arrested, 
•  They are confined to prisons and concentra-
tion camps,  
• The danger of their organs being stolen is 
faced with situations such as. 

Article 3: Living, freedom and safety of per-
sons are everyone’s right. 

Article 4: No one can be kept under slavery 
or servitude; slavery and the slave trade are 
prohibited in all forms. 

Article  5:  No one can be tortured, treated cruel-
ly, inhumanely, or degradingly, and punished. 

These practices mean that women’s freedom 
and safety are mortgaged. In fact, it has been le-
galizable for them to install the surveillance ap-
plications requested by the CPC on their mobile 
phones, and they cannot decide for themselves 
which application they can and cannot use on 
their phones.

Women from East Turkistan:

• Employed for free, 
• Forced labor, 
• They are being sold as a slave laborer,   
• Wigs etc. are manufactured from their hair. 

East Turkistan women are sold to Chinese fac-
tories as slave laborers and cannot act of their 
own values, and cannot be free in communica-
tion and other areas of life; determine what you 
will learn and what not to learn, what kind of 
clothes to wear, what kind of food to eat, etc. 
by order of the CPC; It is proof that the Chinese 
government treats women from East Turkistan 
as slaves. 

Although women from East Turkistan are inno-
cent, they are subjected to inhumane treatment. 
All rights of women from East Turkistan are vi-
olated in concentration camps and prisons that 
have become widespread by the Chinese gov-
ernment. As mentioned in the above section, 
women from East Turkistan; Beatings, scraping 
hair, starving and dehydrating, attacking reli-
gious belief, insulting, speech ban, dishonor, 
neglect of health and cleanliness, forcing you 
to stay in unhygienic environments, depriving 
them of treatment, brainwashing, psycholog-
ical pressure, violation of body privacy and 
nude search, chaining to chair for a long time 
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to deprive them of freedom of movement, ad-
ministering electric shock, assault on mother-
hood and pregnancy, sexual abuse and rape,  
abortion, sterilization, subjecting to medical 
experiment without consent, killing, contempt 
for the body, etc. are subjected to all kinds of 
tortures.  

The Chinese government is trying to change 
and destroy their religious beliefs and culture 
by marrying women from East Turkistan to 
Han Chinese. The marriage of Muslim wom-
en from East Turkistan to non-religious Han 
Chinese is supported and continuously encour-
aged by the Chinese government. The refusal 
of Muslim women to accept these marriages 
is defined as “ethnic hatred, extremism” and 
is seen as sufficient reason for women to be 
taken to a concentration camp.  

The Chinese government’s forced marriage 
of Muslim Turkish women to communist Han 
Chinese, and the violation of family privacy by 
placing Han Chinese in their families is a vio-
lation of the rights in this article. 

Article 13: 1. Everyone has the right to roam 
and sit freely on the territory of a state.  2. Ev-
eryone has the right to leave and return to any 
country, including his or her own country. 

Article 18: Everyone has the right to free-
dom of thought, conscience and religion; 
this right includes the freedom to ex-
press religion alone or collectively, open-
ly or privately through learning, prac-
tice, worship and religious ceremonies. 

Article 16: 1. Every adult man and wom-
an have the right to marry and start a 
family without any restrictions on race, 
nationality, or religion.  2. The marriage 
contract is made only by the free and full 
will of the married. 3. Family is a nat-
ural and fundamental element of soci-
ety; protected by society and the state.  

No one in East Turkistan have the freedom to 
live and work in a city of their choice and to 
travel to the city of their choice of free will. 
Everyone’s passports, including women, 
have been confiscated and traveling abroad is 
banned. 

The Chinese government has arrested women 
who were studying abroad or who have fin-
ished their studies and returned to their home-
lands; they were killed in prisons and concen-
tration camps where their detention continued. 
Women from East Turkistan.  

•  Their travel within the region is restricted, 
•  They can’t get a passport and their passports 
are confiscated, 
•  Those who traveled abroad, and returned are 
arrested and imprisoned,  
• Those studying abroad are threatened with 
family and relatives to return. 
All these practices are proof that the Chinese 
government is violating basic human rights in 
the articles discussed. 

The Chinese government has long restricted 
the learning and teaching of the religion in 
East Turkistan, arrested religious scholars and 
banned publications. Today, the religious and 
cultural lifestyles of the people in East Turk-
istan are described as “extremism”, they are 
said to be “infected with unhealthy thoughts” 
and concentration camps are the centers 
opened to “save them from this virus”. Women 
from East Turkistan. 

•  Receiving and giving religious education, 
•  Performing prayers, fasting, pilgrimage, 
•  Obeying religious rules in disguises,  
•  The presence of the Quran and other reli-
gious books in their houses, 
•  Their participation in religious weddings, 
etc., may lead to their arrest and years in pris-
on. All these bans are proof that women from 
East Turkistan do not have religious freedom.  
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Article 19: Everyone has the right to free-
dom of thought and expression; this right 
requires the right not to be disturbed by 
their thoughts, to investigate, obtain and 
disseminate information and thoughts in 
all ways without the country’s borders.    

Believing in the religion of Islam, embracing 
the religious culture, and living the religion are 
some of the reasons why they are exposed to 
brainwashing. In order to change the thoughts 
of the women of East Turkistan, the Chinese 
administration.

•  Organizes mandatory flag ceremonies, 
•  Making them sing the anthems and songs 
that praise the CPC, 
•  Make them watch Xi Jinping’s speeches for 
hours,  
•  Force them to renounce their religion in con-
centration camps, etc.  

Due to such practices of the Chinese gov-
ernment, women from East Turkistan do not 

have the right to research, learn and dissem-
inate their own thoughts. Women are forced 
to change their minds as the CPC wants. They 
are even imprisoned, accused because of their 
own thoughts. 

What the Chinese government has done in 
East Turkistan is clearly genocide. As a mat-
ter of fact, researchers, human rights organi-
zations, and countries around the world define 
these practices as genocide. After the Dutch 
and Canadian parliaments, the British Parlia-
ment acknowledged that the Chinese govern-
ment committed genocide in East Turkistan. In 
a country where genocide took place, women 
and children are the ones who suffer the most 
from rights violations. In order to stop these 
rights violations and systematic genocide, all 
humanity and human rights defenders need to 
take urgent action. The genocide in East Turk-
istan has already become a matter of humanity 
that must be intervened urgently. 
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